
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument 
Permit Application Cover Sheet 

 
This Permit Application Cover Sheet is intended to provide summary information and 
status to the public on permit applications for activities proposed to be conducted in the 
Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument.  While a permit application has been 
received, it has not been fully reviewed nor approved by the Monument Management 
Board to date.  The Monument permit process also ensures that all environmental reviews 
are conducted prior to the issuance of a Monument permit. 
 
Summary Information 
Applicant Name:  Kekuewa Kikiloi and Dr. Michael Graves 
Affiliation:  Doctoral Candidate at the University of Hawai'i Department of 
Anthropology, Department Chair University of New Mexico. 
 
Permit Category:  Research 
Proposed Activity Dates:  not determined yet 
Proposed Method of Entry (Vessel/Plane):  vessel 
Proposed Locations:  Nihoa and Mokumanamana 
 
 
Estimated number of individuals (including Applicant) to be covered under this 
permit:   
1-2 people for on island access for research, with additional 1-2 people additionally 
requested from vessel for shuttling buckets and gear on Mokumanamana upon landing 
(due to difficulty of getting gear up hill side to campsite). 
Estimated number of days in the Monument:  dependent upon ship timing 
 
Description of proposed activities:  (complete these sentences): 

a.) The proposed activity would…  
The proposed activity would help further cultural research initiatives that are a priority 
for the Papahānaumokuākea Marine National Monument by answering unresolved 
questions about the timing and settlement of two remote islands Nihoa and 
Mokumanamana. This research will serve management needs by creating a clear baseline 
of documentation for cultural sites on Nihoa and Mokumanamana (all maps will be 
digitalized and incorporated in the Monument GIS database). It will also allow us to 
assess the condition of these sites, which have not been monitored for over twenty years.  
 
 

b.) To accomplish this activity we would …. 
To accomplish this activity we would need to get approval for this Monument access 
permit. Since this constitutes single research project has required a number of 
fieldseasons and accesses (due to the remote nature, short duration of fieldseasons, and 
infrequency of ship visits), we've already obtained a multi-year Archaeological Resources 
Protection Act (ARPA) Permit and a multi-year National Historic Preservation Act 
(NHPA) Section 106 Consultation Approval that  extends until 2010.  We hope this 



permit will match that extension to allow us the ability to go up to Nihoa and 
Mokumanamana to finish this project.  We'll continue discussion with NOAA (and also 
USFWS) about possible ship berths for this upcoming research  season. 
 
 

c.) This activity would help the Monument by … 
This activity would help the Monument enhance their understanding of their cultural 
resources. Both Nihoa and Mokumanamana are listed on the National Register for 
Historic Places and are a critical component of the Monument's push towards World 
Heritage designation under cultural criteria.  The research would help us better 
understand the history of Native Hawaiian voyaging, exploration, and colonization in the 
region. Overall, the disseration project in its entirety has already helped renew interest in 
traditional cultural practices (the voyages of the Hokule'a) and protocol, the development 
of a education curriculum and outreach materials (Center for Hawaiian Studies, 
Navigating Change, NOWRAMP), and informed management policy (NWHICRER and 
Monument Management Plan) 
 
Other information or background: none 


